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FEMALE EAGLE STRUCK BY PLANE 

 

NORFOLK, VA (April 26, 2011) – This morning an adult bald eagle was struck and killed by 
an incoming airplane at Norfolk International Airport.  It is believed that this bird was the female 
of the nesting pair from Norfolk Botanical Garden (NBG). The strike occurred sometime 
between 8:30 and 8:50 a.m. These eagles were well known through the Norfolk Botanical 
Garden Eagle Cam provided by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, and WVEC, and have been at NBG since 2003. 

According to Stephen Living, VDGIF biologist, and Reese Lukei, a research associate with the 
Center for Conservation Biology (CCB), “We are fairly certain that this is the Norfolk Botanical 
Garden female eagle due to her physical characteristics, size and the fact that she has not been 
seen at the nest since the strike.”  

This year the pair of eagles has produced three chicks at that nest site. Biologists with the 
VDGIF, CCB, and the staff at NBG will continue to monitor the nest and are working to ensure 
the health of the eaglets.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


